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Houbt but the}1 exercised their despotism by fulfilling the necessary
formalities in the parliament as required by the law of the land. They
succeeded in obtaining many special powers for themselves from their
Parliament. Any attempt to set at naught the constitutional formali-
ties would surely have brought the Tudors into conflict with the Par-
liament and weakened their position. The Tudors thus carefully
avoided any conflict with their Parliament and tried to work with it
in perfect kirmonv.

11.  Tudor Sovereigns Amassed Great  Wealth.   To lessen their
financial dependence on the Parliament, the  Tudors amassed^reat
wealth by benevolences, heavy fines, amicable loans, taxes, Morton's
Fork, b\" seizing proper!} of the monasteries and several other direct
and indirect means.   This made them in a great measure indepen-
dent of the parliamentary control for parliament was the only body
jo exercise some sort of control over the king.   But the Tudors never
forgot to observe the necessar>  parliamentary formalities and secure
its sanctions wherever necessary.

12.  Absence <>/ the Independent   Commons.   The   independent
Commons who offered resistance later on to their rulers had not as
vet rihen and come into prominence.   It were they who fought tooth
and nail to assert their rights and privileges.   They were coming into
importance by and by but the Tudors were wise enough to have ex-
ercised influence over the Commons to keep them favourably inclin-
ed towards them.

13- Personal Character mid Efficiency and Virtues of the Tudors.
The Tudors were wise, tactful and efficient rulers. They could know
the wishes of the nation and acted accordingly. They knew when to
be firm and when to yield. Besides, they had always the good of
the people at heart and never gave them unnecessary cause of offence.
When any of their measures was not liked by the people, they held
their ministers responsible for it and punished them to please the
people and the parliament. They not merely used their great power
lo enjoy but worked hard to look to the co'mforts and prosperity of
the people and make England a great commercial, naval and colonial
power.

As a rule the measure of the Tudor Sovereigns did not wound
the feelings of the people, nor go against the traditions or interests
of the nation.

Conclusion. The secret of the Tudor rule was that it was a
popular "Despotism" resting on popular free will and consent. It
had the backing of the people. Tudor dictatorship was a necessity.
The people required strong rulers who could give them peace and
security and they found them in Tudors. The Tudors felt the pulse
of the nation, and the nation on its part trusted its sovereigns, who
*vere every inch of them English. Tudor despotism was tolerated
because it was popular and national and existed for the good of the
country. Says Warner: "The Tudors were absolute becau* Eng-
land believed in them, trusted them and was willing that they should
be absolute."                                                                        J